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PRESS RELEASE

Europe’s Largest Political Science Conference Begins at Aristotle University of Thessaloniki (AUTH) 
500 panels, 3,000 researchers, 50 conference rooms

Thessaloniki, 25 August 2025

This year, for the first time in Greece, the European Consortium for Political Research (ECPR) will host its annual General Conference—the largest political science conference in Europe and the second largest globally—at Aristotle University of Thessaloniki (AUTH), from Tuesday 26 to Friday 29 August 2025.

The conference is jointly organized by ECPR, an internationally recognized scholarly organization that promotes research, education, and collaboration in political science and related fields, and the Laboratory of Applied Political Research of the School of Political Sciences at AUTH.

This major event highlights once again the critical role of political science in understanding and interpreting complex global developments. The conference program spans a broad range of contemporary political and societal issues, including migration flows, human rights, artificial intelligence, environmental policy, electoral systems, the rise of political extremism, and the influence of social media.

Over 3,000 researchers and academics from around the world will participate in more than 500 panels, held concurrently across over 50 rooms on the university campus.
In addition to the academic sessions, the university will host an outdoor space for informal gatherings and relaxation, styled as a street food area. Selected culinary offerings from food trucks will help create a warm and friendly atmosphere for all participants and visitors.

The most important central events of the Conference will take place in the Ceremony Hall of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki and are as follows:
Tuesday, 26 August 2025, 17:00

The official opening of the ECPR General Conference will take place in the AUTH Ceremony Hall, with a keynote address by Minister of the Interior, Theodoros Livanios. 

The event will be welcomed by the Rector of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Professor Kyriakos Anastasiadis, the Regional Governor of Central Macedonia Athina Athanasiadou-Aidona, the Mayor of Thessaloniki Stelios Angeloudis, and others.

Wednesday, 27 August 2025, 13:30

Roundtable Discussions
“Academic Freedom Under Pressure: Threats and Harassment of Political Scientists”
“Rethinking AI in Research: A Tool for Progress, Not a Threat”

Thursday, 28 August 2025, 13:30

Roundtable Discussions
“Political Marketing and Artificial Intelligence”
“Open Science in Political Research: A Roundtable on Promises and Challenges”

Keynote speaker will be Margaritis Schinas, Former Vice President of the European Commission. Joining him in the discussion are Mr. Dimitris Papastergiou, Minister of Digital Governance; Mr. Theodoros Karonos, Operations Coordinator and Board Member of the Open Technologies Alliance; Ms. Ekaterina Zaharieva, European Commissioner for Startups, Research, and Innovation; along with two additional European Commissioners. Professor Theodoros Chatzipantelis, Professor of Applied Statistics at AUTH, Director of the Laboratory of Applied Political Research, and Chair of the Conference Organizing Committee, will moderate the discussion.

Friday, 29 August 2025, 10:45

Roundtable Discussion

“Academic Freedom and Political Science in Times of Challenge”


More information about the conference is available on the ECPR website: https://ecpr.eu/GeneralConference
___________________________________________________
We kindly request that this event be published, broadcast, and covered by the media.
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