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PRESS RELEASE

The Future of Medicine Meets Artificial Intelligence at the Medical Innovation Forum

Thessaloniki, 11/5/2026

Innovation in healthcare and the rapid advances in biomedical technology take center stage at the Medical Innovation Forum 2026: “Innovation in Healthcare,” which will take place from Monday, May 18 to Thursday, May 21, 2026, at the Ceremonial Hall of the Aristotle University, as part of the Aristotle Innovation Forum.

The Medical Innovation Forum is one of the specialized thematic sections of the Aristotle Innovation Forum and aims to highlight the role of Artificial Intelligence (AI), digital technologies, and interdisciplinary collaboration in shaping the future of healthcare. Scientists, researchers, healthcare professionals, industry representatives, and leading international speakers will participate in a multi-day dialogue on the contemporary challenges and emerging opportunities in medical science.

A New Era for Healthcare:
The Medical Innovation Forum Program

A central focus of the Forum is the use of AI in healthcare, with sessions exploring AI applications in surgery, pharmaceutical research, genetics, vascular medicine, dentistry, and real-world data. Specialized scientists will present how new technologies are transforming clinical practice, from preoperative planning and robotic surgery to large language models and digital health tools.

The Forum also places particular emphasis on the bioethical, social, and political dimensions of AI. Dedicated sessions will address critical issues surrounding the use of algorithms, the management of medical data, equal access to therapies, and the evolving relationship between humans and machines in the future of healthcare.

The program also highlights the importance of innovation in pediatrics and the development of new medicines through the participation of the European Connect4Children network. Sessions on clinical trials, healthcare research infrastructures, and modern digital patient-monitoring ecosystems are expected to attract significant interest.

At the same time, the Medical Forum expands the dialogue beyond the narrow boundaries of medical technology by connecting science with history, language, education, and culture. The session organized by the International Medical Olympic Association includes topics ranging from nuclear medicine and lung cancer to the history of medicine and educational activities for students, showcasing the multidimensional nature of contemporary medical knowledge.

The program also gives special attention to developments in robotic surgery, new therapeutic approaches for heart failure, gene therapy and transplantation, as well as innovations in vaccines and public health. Additional topics include brain drain, environmental impacts on human health, and new educational models.

“The Medical Innovation Forum aspires to become a meaningful meeting point for medical science, technological innovation, and bioethics. At a time when Artificial Intelligence and digital technologies are rapidly transforming healthcare, the academic community must lead not only in the production of knowledge, but also in shaping a human-centered framework for the use of these developments,” stated Professor Georgios Tsoulfas, Vice President of the School of Medicine and member of the AIF Organizing Committee. He further emphasized: “Through the collaboration of scientists, researchers, clinicians, and industry stakeholders, the Forum highlights the potential of connecting research with clinical practice and society. Our goal is for innovation to translate into tangible benefits for patients, improved healthcare services, and a sustainable future for healthcare systems worldwide.”

The Aristotle Innovation Forum—one of the most dynamic innovation forums in Southeastern Europe—is organized by the Aristotle University and will take place from May 17 to May 23, 2026.

The AIF is held under the auspices of H.E. the President of the Hellenic Republic, Mr. Konstantinos An. Tasoulas, with the support of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Education, Religious Affairs & Sports, the Municipality of Thessaloniki, and the Region of Central Macedonia. The Thessaloniki International Fair serves as a strategic partner, while major sponsors include DEI and Piraeus Bank.

The event is open to the public.

The detailed program of the Medical Innovation Forum is attached.
More information: https://aristotleforum.auth.gr/ 


Media Contact: Professor Georgios Tsoulfas, Vice President, School of Medicine
Director, Transplant Surgery Clinic, Aristotle University, Tel.: +30 6971895190
___________________________________________________
We kindly request that this event be published, broadcast, and covered by the media.
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