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PRESS RELEASE

International Conference on Contemporary Trends in Classical
Philology at Aristotle University

Thessaloniki, 11/5/2026

The Division of Classical Studies of the School of Philology at Aristotle University, in
collaboration with the University of Amsterdam, is organizing the 20th International
Conference entitled “Contemporary Trends in Classical Philology.”

The Conference will take place within the framework of the Aristotle Innovation
Forum, from Thursday 21 to Saturday 23 May 2026, at KEDEA, with the participation
of 20 scholars from various fields of Classical Studies. The opening session will be held
on Thursday, 21 May 2026, at 17:00, at KEDEA.

According to the organizers, the conference presentations aim to analyze the
structure of the literary subgenre, genealogical networks, national perspectives, and
evolving receptions by leading scholars and authors. Particular emphasis will be placed
on paratextual elements such as titles, introductions, footnotes, and tables of
contents.

Distinguished scholars internationally recognized for their contribution to Classical
Philology and the humanities will participate as speakers at the Conference, including
Professor Irene de Jong of the University of Amsterdam, Professor Richard Hunter of
the University of Cambridge, Professor James |. Porter of the University of California,
Berkeley, Professor Constanze Guthenke of the University of Oxford, and Professor
Judith E. Kalb of the University of South Carolina, among others.

Welcome addresses will be delivered by the President of the School of Philology at
Aristotle University, Professor loanna Karamanou, the Emeritus Professor of the
School of Philology at Aristotle University Antonios Rengakos, among others.
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Professor Irene de Jong, Professor Stavros Frangoulidis of the School of Philology at
Aristotle University, and Emeritus Professor Antonios Rengakos of the School of
Philology are responsible for organizing and coordinating the Conference.

The conference theme focuses on the history of literary historiographies of ancient
Greek literature. According to the organizers, references to chronological subdivisions
of the literary history of Greek letters already appeared in antiquity, while Alexandrian
philologists had established literary canons. However, the emergence of the history of
Greek literature as an autonomous subgenre took place in Europe during the 19th
century. Under the influence of nationalism, scholars of the period began compiling
national literary histories, while also turning their attention to ancient Greek and Latin
literature, which were widely taught and perceived as a shared European cultural
heritage. One of the earliest examples of this trend is Friedrich von Schlegel’s work
Geschichte der Poesie der Griechen und Rémer (1798).

According to the organizers, “although Classical Studies and their history in the 19th
century have been adequately examined, the specific role of literary historiographies
has not received comparable attention or systematic study. Furthermore, while
nationalism and its impact on Classical Philology have been extensively explored, their
connection with the history of ancient Greek literature remains insufficiently
investigated.”

The official language of the Conference is English. The Conference sessions are open
to the public, and certificates of attendance will be provided.

The event will be livestreamed at the following link:
https://audiovisual.auth.gr/video/119096

More information:
https://lit.auth.gr/research/conferences/trends-in-classics/20th-trends-in-classics-
international-conference/

We kindly request that this event be published, broadcast, and covered by the media.
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