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ANNOUNCEMENT

World Congress of Music Libraries, Archives and Documentation Centres

Thessaloniki, 26 June 2026

The World Congress of the International Association of Music Libraries, Archives and Documentation Centres (IAML) will take place from Sunday, 28 June to Friday, 3 July 2026, at the Thessaloniki Concert Hall (Building M2). The opening ceremony will be held on Sunday, 28 June 2026, at 11:00 a.m.

The Congress is organized by the Library of the School of Music Studies, in collaboration with the Central Library and Information Centre of Aristotle University, with the support of the Greek Branch of IAML and the Association of Greek Librarians and Information Scientists (EEBEP).

According to the organizers, this is the first time that the Congress is being held in Greece. The event carries special significance as 2026 marks the 75th anniversary of the founding of the International Association of Music Libraries, Archives and Documentation Centres (IAML).

The Congress will bring together scholars and professionals from around the world. Its programme features more than 140 academic papers, workshops, seminars and interdisciplinary meetings.

A series of parallel cultural events will showcase Byzantine, art and contemporary Greek musical creation, placing Thessaloniki and its multicultural musical heritage at the centre of the programme.

Among the highlights, art and contemporary Greek music will be presented through performances of works by twentieth-century Greek composers, including the world premiere of compositions for harp. These works will be performed during a concert celebrating the 40th anniversary of the School of Music Studies, to be held in the University's Ceremonial Hall.

In addition, Byzantine musical heritage, recognized by UNESCO as an element of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, will be presented in two concerts. The programme will revive hymns associated with the veneration of saints of Thessaloniki, some of which will be performed from fourteenth-century manuscripts, as well as the Office of the Three Holy Children in the Fiery Furnace, accompanied by AI-generated video.

Finally, a special exhibition hosted at the Central Library will present Byzantine music manuscripts from the collections of the National Library of Greece, the Central Library of Aristotle University of Thessaloniki and the Library of the School of Music Studies.

The Teloglion Fine Arts Foundation, the State Conservatory of Thessaloniki and the Jewish Community of Thessaloniki will also contribute to the programme through a variety of cultural activities and guided tours.

Admission to all cultural events is free and open to the public.

More information: https://iaml2026.gr/


Media Contact: Aristeidis Bazmadelis, Chair of the Local Organizing Committee
Member of the Laboratory Teaching Staff (EDIP), School of Music Studies, Aristotle University, Tel.: +30 693 713 8269, +30 694 076 6744
___________________________________________________
We kindly request that this event be published, broadcast, and covered by the media.
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