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PRESS RELEASE

Meeting Between Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Giannis Loverdos, and the Rector of Aristotle University, Kyriakos Anastasiadis

Thessaloniki, 2/10/2025

On Tuesday, September 30, 2025, the Rector of Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Professor Kyriakos Anastasiadis, met with the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs responsible for issues concerning the Greek Diaspora, Giannis Loverdos, at the Rector’s Office.

The meeting also included the Vice Rector for Research and Innovation, Professor Ioannis Rekanos, the Vice Rector for International Relations, Outreach, Lifelong Learning, and Student Welfare, Professor Iakovos Michailidis, and the Director of the International Relations Office in Thessaloniki, Katerina Tsapikidou.

The discussion focused on strengthening Aristotle University’s international outreach, educational diplomacy, and the initiatives the university is developing to connect with the global Greek diaspora.

Professor Anastasiadis emphasized that Aristotle University is preparing a comprehensive educational foreign policy plan, featuring actions ranging from undergraduate and postgraduate programs to summer schools, scholarships for Greeks abroad, and the Aristotle Innovation Forum, which he described as “the new strategic pillar of Aristotle University’s international educational policy.” He noted that the goal is to establish the university as an international educational hub, in close collaboration with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

On his part, Deputy Minister Giannis Loverdos highlighted the importance of cooperation with Aristotle University.

“Our collaboration is excellent. What Aristotle wants is what we want as well,”
he stated, adding that the Ministry will support the university’s vision so that
“Aristotle University and Thessaloniki can become a global center of education and a beacon for the dissemination of Greek culture.”

He made special mention of the Aristotle Center for Human Development, calling it “innovative” and stressing that

“It will expand educational diplomacy worldwide and toward the Greek diaspora, which is incredibly important to us.”

The Aristotle Innovation Forum is an international conference that will take place in May 2026 in Thessaloniki, with the participation of Greeks from the diaspora. As part of the Forum, the Aristotle Center for Human Development will be launched.

The Center aims to support Greek communities and the Greek Orthodox Church in regions of North and Sub-Saharan Africa and the Middle East, and to promote development through scholarships for students and mobility programs for young scientists. Through these efforts, the university will foster education, technical assistance, and connection between the diaspora and developing countries.

Photos from the meeting are attached.
___________________________________________________
We kindly request that this event be published, and covered by the media.
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