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PRESS RELEASE

Memorandum of Cooperation between Aristotle University and the Professional Chamber of Thessaloniki (EEΘ) on Research, Innovation, Education, and Entrepreneurship

Thessaloniki, 16/10/2025

Aristotle University and the Professional Chamber of Thessaloniki (EEΘ) signed a Memorandum of Cooperation to promote research, innovation, education, and training, confirming their shared commitment to strengthening the link between academic knowledge and productive and entrepreneurial activity.

AUTH Rector, Professor Kyriakos Anastasiadis, and EEΘ President, Kyriakos Merelis, signed the Memorandum today, Thursday, October 16, 2025, in the Senate Hall.

The purpose of the Memorandum of Cooperation is to deliver tangible results in the broader fields of research, entrepreneurship, innovation, knowledge transfer, and knowledge dissemination by developing a common framework for action.

Specifically, the Memorandum includes, among other actions of participation of AUTH and its research units in EEΘ initiatives in areas of mutual interest, provision of professional education and training programs by Aristotle University’s Center for Lifelong Learning (KEDIVIM) to EEΘ members, support for EEΘ’s plan to establish a Professional School, joint organization of conferences and seminars, collaboration with the Aristotle Center for Social Research and Decision Support (AKKE) to conduct studies, and development by Aristotle University of specialized software and digital marketplace applications to promote EEΘ members and their products or services.

Additionally, in celebration of the 100th anniversary of both institutions, the two sides have planned joint initiatives and events, such as the Entrepreneurship Awards.

Rector of Aristotle University, Professor Kyriakos Anastasiadis, stated: "Aristotle University consistently strives to connect academic knowledge with society and the economy. Our collaboration with the Professional Chamber of Thessaloniki marks a meaningful step in that direction, as it brings together the power of research and innovation with the experience and vitality of entrepreneurship. Our goal is to create new opportunities for education, development, and outreach—benefiting our students, professionals, and the city as a whole."

EEΘ President, Kyriakos Merelis, highlighted: "It is a great honor and joy to sign this Memorandum of Cooperation with one of the most important academic and research institutions in our country—Aristotle University.
The Professional Chamber of Thessaloniki, as an institutional representative of entrepreneurship, recognizes the vital role of knowledge, innovation, and research as key drivers of social progress and economic development.
With this Memorandum, we aim to build stronger bridges between the academic world and the business community. We want to strengthen the link between theory and practice, support innovation and startup entrepreneurship.
EEΘ represents 57,000 members across nearly 200 different professional sectors. The economic and business landscape is vast, and through our collaboration with Aristotle University, we are confident we can offer enhanced services to both the state and our members by opening new pathways in education and training."

Attendees from Aristotle University at the event included, Vice Rector for International Relations, Outreach, Lifelong Learning, and Student Welfare, Professor Iakovos Michailidis, Dean of the School of Law, Panagiotis Glavinis, and Executive Director Ioannis Salmatzidis.

EEΘ attendees included, First Vice President Konstantinos Laskos, Third Vice President Matina Siochou, GEMI Head Stavros Kritsianis, Business Consulting and Support Head Lazaros Pitkas, Committees’ Coordinator Dimitris Tsarouchas, and Chair of Public Relations Committee Christoforos Aivazidis.

Photos attached.
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We kindly request that this event be published, broadcast, and covered by the media.
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