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PRESS RELEASE

The President of the Republic of Cyprus Inaugurates the First Chair of Cypriot Studies in Greece at the Aristotle University School of Law

Thessaloniki, 21/10/2025

A historic milestone for Greek-Cypriot relations in higher education will take place on Sunday, October 26, 2025, at 17:00, at the School of Law of the Aristotle University, where the inauguration of the Chair of Cypriot Studies will be held. This is the first Chair of Cypriot Studies established at a Greek Higher Educational Institution.

The President of the Republic of Cyprus, Mr. Nikos Christodoulides, will honor the ceremony with his presence and will formally inaugurate the Chair.

The President will be accompanied by the Minister of Education, Sports and Youth of Cyprus, Ms. Athina Michaelidou; the Minister of Defense, Mr. Vasilis Palmas; the Government Spokesperson, Mr. Konstantinos Letymbiotis; the Director of the President’s Diplomatic Office, Mr. Doros Venezis; the Ambassador of the Republic of Cyprus to Athens, Mr. Stavros Avgoustides;and the Consul General in Thessaloniki, Mr. Konstantinos Polykarpou.

The Greek Government will be represented by the Deputy Minister of Education, Nikos Papaioannou, who, as a former Rector of Aristotle University, played a key role in establishing the Chair.

The Republic of Cyprus fully funds the Chair of Cypriot Studies, based on two Cabinet decisions (November 4, 2021, and December 18, 2024). The Senate of Aristotle University officially established the Chair on February 23, 2022, while on June 24, 2025, the University and the Government of Cyprus signed a Memorandum of Cooperation. The current Rector, Professor Kyriakos Anastasiadis, and the Cypriot Minister of Education, Dr. Athina Michaelidou, signed the agreement.

The School of Law of Aristotle University holds operational responsibility for the Chair, having also taken the initiative for its founding. On October 10, 2025, the School’s Assembly elected Dr. Haris Alexandrou as the Chairholder. He will coordinate the implementation of the Memorandum.

According to the Memorandum, the Chair aims to study the Cyprus Issue and the consequences of the Turkish invasion and occupation, to promote and cultivate the Greek-Cypriot dialect and literature, to research topics related to Cypriot Studies, and to highlight Cyprus’s history, culture, and society. The Chair will also foster collaboration with Cypriot universities and the diplomatic missions of the Republic of Cyprus.

The School of Law has already integrated the courses “Cypriot History” and “The Cyprus Issue” into its curriculum. These courses will be open to all students of Aristotle University starting next semester.

The event is not open to the public. Special invitations for attending the inauguration of the Chair of Cypriot Studies are available exclusively through the Consulate General of Cyprus in Thessaloniki, at 8 Venizelou Street, email: consulatethess@mfa.gov.cy
, tel.: 2310 260611.

Journalists, technicians, and photographers who wish to cover the event must obtain accreditation by sending their name, mobile number, and media outlet to press@auth.gr no later than Thursday, October 23, 2025.

Press Contact:
Dean of the School of Law, Professor Panagiotis Glavinis
Tel.: +30 697 495 4934
___________________________________________________
We kindly request that this event be published, broadcast, and covered by the media.
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