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PRESS RELEASE

Official Celebration of October 26th at the Aristotle University

Thessaloniki, 21/10/2025

The official celebration of the Celebrarion Day of Saint Demetrios, Patron Saint of Thessaloniki, the 113th Anniversary of the City’s Liberation, and the ‘Ohi’ Day of 1940, will take place at Aristotle University in the presence of the President of the Hellenic Republic, Konstantinos Tasoulas, on Sunday, October 26, 2025, at 17:30, in the Ceremonial Hall.

The ceremony will begin with the Apolytikion of Saint Demetrios, performed by the “Yiannis Mandakas” Choir of Aristotle University, under the direction of Erifyli Damianou.

The Rector of Aristotle University, Professor Kyriakos Anastasiadis, will then deliver the opening address.

The festive keynote speech of the day will follow, delivered by the President of the Republic of Cyprus, Nikos Christodoulides, under the title: “From the historic ties of Cyprus with Thessaloniki and the wider regions of Macedonia and Thrace to the establishment of the first Chair of Cypriot Studies in Greece: Past, Present, and Future.”

Immediately afterward, the University will present honorary distinctions to both the Presidents of the Hellenic Republic and the Republic of Cyprus, followed by their addresses and responses.

As part of its 100-year anniversary celebrations, Aristotle University will pay tribute to the President of the Hellenic Republic, Konstantinos Tasoulas, honoring, through him, the Third Hellenic Republic and the enduring values that both the University and the Greek State serve and uphold.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The University will also honor the President of the Republic of Cyprus, Nikos Christodoulides, paying tribute, through him, to Hellenism in Cyprus for its contributions to the struggles for freedom and prosperity in Macedonia and Greece more broadly, and for the enduring fraternal bonds that connect Cyprus with Macedonia.

In the musical segment of the event, the Symphonic Orchestra and the “Yiannis Mandakas” Choir of Aristotle University will perform excerpts from “Spiritual March” by Mikis Theodorakis, with poetry by Angelos Sikelianos. Vocal soloists will be Mela Gerofoti and Apostolos Sotiroudis. Erifyli Damianou will lead the choir, and the Aristotle University Symphony Orchestra will perform under the baton of Vladimiros Simeonidis, conductor and Associate Professor at the Department of Music Studies.

The celebration of October 26th will conclude with the performance of the Greek National Anthem by the musical ensembles of the University.

The event will be broadcast live at: https://audiovisual.auth.gr/video/108692

This event is not open to the public. Entry to the venue will only be permitted with a valid entry pass.



Journalists, technicians, and photographers who wish to cover the event must obtain press accreditation by submitting their name, mobile number, and affiliated media outlet via email to press@auth.gr no later than Thursday, October 23, 2025.
___________________________________________________
We kindly request that this event be published, broadcast, and covered by the media.
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