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PRESS RELEASE

Official Celebration of October 26th at Aristotle University:
A Ceremony Dedicated to Democracy and Hellenism

Thessaloniki, October 26, 2025

With splendor, Aristotle University held today, Sunday, October 26, 2025, in its Ceremony Hall, the official celebration of the Feast Day of the Patron Saint, Saint Demetrios, the 113th Anniversary of the Liberation of Thessaloniki, and the Epic of 1940. The President of the Hellenic Republic, Konstantinos Tasoulas, and the President of the Republic of Cyprus, Nikos Christodoulides, attended the event.

The Rector of Aristotle University, Professor Kyriakos Anastasiadis, in his opening address, spoke about the profound symbolic significance of today’s event for Thessaloniki and the University. He emphasized the unbreakable bond between the Institution, society, culture, and the broader Hellenic world. He stressed that, a century after its founding, Aristotle University does not merely look back on its past but redefines its mission by investing in science and its people.

Mr. Anastasiadis pointed out that the University must serve as “a living organism of knowledge,” open to innovation and the needs of the times, primarily serving its students, who, as he said, “are the measure of success and the driving force of creativity.”

The Rector highlighted that the University’s goal is not simply to manage a large institution but to cultivate a living community of freedom, inquiry, and creativity. Quoting Professor Emmanouil Kriaras, he noted that “only education can guarantee freedom.”

He made special reference to the establishment of the first Chair of Cypriot Studies in Greece, at Aristotle University, underlining the strong symbolism and promising prospects of this new academic initiative, which strengthens the bonds between Greece and Cyprus through education, research, and culture.

The Rector expressed the University’s deep honor and emotion for the presence of the Presidents of the Hellenic and Cypriot Republics, emphasizing that their participation marks a special moment for the Institution. He highlighted the President of the Hellenic Republic’s consistent support for public higher education and the symbolic relationship of trust connecting him with Aristotle University and Thessaloniki. At the same time, he noted that the presence of the President of the Republic of Cyprus reflects the shared will to further deepen the ties between Greece and Cyprus through education, culture, and the launch of a new, creative era for Cypriot Studies at Aristotle University.

In closing, he addressed the students, emphasizing that they are the core of every plan, initiative, and effort. He renewed the Administration’s commitment to build an extroverted, fair, modern, and creative Aristotle University — “a university unafraid to dream and to lead in the country’s higher education.”

The President of the Republic of Cyprus, Nikos Christodoulides, delivered the day’s keynote address titled: “From the Historical Relations of Cyprus with Thessaloniki and the Wider Regions of Macedonia and Thrace to the Establishment of the First Chair of Cypriot Studies in Greece: Past, Present, and Future.”

Mr. Christodoulides noted that between 1916 and 1919, about 12,000 Cypriot mule drivers served in Macedonia and Thrace, while another 4,000 to 5,000 soldiers fought during 1940–1941 against fascism and Nazism. He also mentioned that one of the first two Aristotle University students executed by Nazi forces in Thessaloniki on November 11, 1941, was Socratis Diorinos, a Law student from Diorios in the Kyrenia district. “Such events,” said the President, “offer an opportunity to revisit specific aspects of history and our national anniversaries.”

He further emphasized that “we owe gratitude to all those who fell and to the missing, as well as to the Greek governments and the fraternal Greek people for their multifaceted and longstanding sincere support in Cyprus’s struggle for liberation and the end of occupation.”

The President of the Republic of Cyprus also referred to the inauguration of the Chair of Cypriot Studies, held earlier at the School of Law of Aristotle University — the first such Chair established by the Republic of Cyprus at a university in Greece. “The establishment of the Chair opens new avenues of collaboration between the academic communities of Greece and Cyprus and offers Aristotle University students the opportunity to study the modern history of Cyprus and the Cyprus issue,” Mr. Christodoulides stated.

Additionally, the University conferred honors upon the Presidents of the Hellenic and Cypriot Republics. Celebrating its 100th anniversary, Aristotle University paid tribute to the President of the Hellenic Republic, Konstantinos Tasoulas, honoring in his person the Third Hellenic Republic and the enduring values that both the University and the Greek State uphold and serve.
In his response, the President of the Hellenic Republic, Konstantinos Tasoulas, emphasized: "With deep emotion and honor, I receive the medal of Aristotle University of Thessaloniki — an institution that embodies what is most enduring in our homeland: education, knowledge, and moral character. Since its founding, Aristotle University has been a beacon of learning and democratic values — a place of free discussion, creative questioning, and intellectual cultivation. The thousands of scientists and citizens it has shaped stand as living proof of its contribution to our nation’s progress.

From its very foundation, it has remained a steadfast institution of service to society, science, and the country. Indeed, education is what unites and sustains our nation, allowing it to endure and to be reborn even through its trials. And today, in this era of discoveries and change, education is the force that will bring us closer to a united Europe. Through education, we build the future."

[bookmark: _GoBack]The University also honored the President of the Republic of Cyprus, Nikos Christodoulides, recognizing in his person the Cypriot Hellenism for its contribution to the struggles for freedom and prosperity of Macedonia and Greece as a whole, and the fraternal ties that have historically united Cyprus and Macedonia.

In the musical section of the ceremony, the Aristotle University Symphony Orchestra and the “Yiannis Mantakas” Choir performed excerpts from The Spiritual March by Mikis Theodorakis, with poetry by Angelos Sikelianos. Vocal soloists were Mela Gerofoti and Apostolos Sotiroudis. The choir, under the instruction of Erifyli Damianou, and the Symphony Orchestra, under the direction of conductor and Associate Professor of the Department of Music Studies, Vladimiros Symeonidis, presented the performance.

The celebration ceremony of October 26th concluded with the National Anthem, performed by Aristotle University’s musical ensembles.

Earlier in the day, the President of the Republic of Cyprus, Mr. Nikos Christodoulides, inaugurated the first Chair of Cypriot Studies in Greece.

Attached are photographs from the October 26th Ceremony and from the inauguration of the Chair of Cypriot Studies at the School of Law.

___________________________________________________
We kindly request that this event be published, broadcast, and covered by the media.
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