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PRESS RELEASE

“The Cycle of Violence”: Scientific Conference on the Prevention and Management of Abuse

Thessaloniki, November 3, 2025

Aiming to highlight the multiple forms of violence and explore ways to prevent and address them, the Postgraduate Program Forensic Medicine–Forensic Psychiatry of the Aristotle University, in collaboration with the Municipality of Thessaloniki, is organizing a scientific conference titled “The Cycle of Violence (Domestic Violence, Animal Abuse, and Violence Against Minors)”. The event will take place on Thursday, November 6, 2025, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Thessaloniki City Hall (City Council Chamber).

The conference seeks to shed light on the phenomenon of violence in all its forms and to strengthen cross-sector cooperation among scientists, institutional bodies, and social organizations, with a focus on prevention, early intervention, and the administration of justice. As highlighted by the organizers, the complexity and consequences of violence make it a major social issue that reflects the cultural level of each society, requiring coordinated and interdisciplinary action.

The event will unfold through three main thematic sections: animal abuse, child abuse, and domestic violence.

The first section, focusing on animal abuse, will include presentations on the investigation of animal abuse cases, the veterinarian’s role, and the contribution of the Prosecutor’s Office to animal protection. Speakers will include Police Officer Georgios Papadopoulos, Dr. Dimitra Psalla, Director of the Laboratory of Pathology and Anatomy of the Veterinary School at the Aristotle University, and Thessaloniki Prosecutor of First Instance Aikaterini Karagiannakidou.

The second section will address child abuse, featuring presentations on the pre-investigative process, prosecutorial intervention, and the psychological dimensions of the phenomenon. Speakers will include Police Officer Konstantinos Chantzidis, Appellate Prosecutor Evangelos Mastakas, and psychologist Maria Arampatzi, who will analyze the disruption of continuity in the life of a child victim and the child’s role as a bearer of memory.

The final section will focus on domestic violence, examining its psychological, forensic, and legal aspects. Speakers will include Police Psychologist Thanasis Kanakis, forensic experts Fotios Chatzinikolaou and Dimitrios Koutsoukis, Appellate Judge Ioanna Kosina, psychiatrist Stavroula Rentoumi, and legal expert Maria Balta.

The event is open to the public and is addressed to psychologists, social workers, physicians, and legal professionals. All participants will receive a certificate of attendance.

More information is available at: https://forensic-m-mh.med.auth.gr/2025/11/02/event_2025-11-06/
___________________________________________________
We kindly request that this event be published, broadcast, and covered by the media.
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