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PRESS RELEASE

Three-Day Event at Aristotle University on the Western Balkans and Moldova

Thessaloniki, 24/9/2025

The Faculty of Law at Aristotle University is organizing a three-day series of academic events focused on the Western Balkans and Moldova, from Thursday, September 25 to Saturday, September 27, 2025. The sessions will take place at the "Alexandros Papanastasiou" Ceremony Hall of the Old Building of the Faculty of Philosophy, at the Faculty of Law, and at the University’s Rectorate.

The events highlight two main objectives: the importance of legal education in the European integration process of candidate countries, and the strengthening of institutional cooperation among the Law Schools of the Balkans and Moldova.

The opening day, September 25, will take place at the Ceremony Hall of the Old Building of the Faculty of Philosophy, from 08:30 to 14:30. Professor Iakovos Michailidis, Vice-Rector for International Relations, Extroversion, Lifelong Learning, and Student Welfare at Aristotle University, will deliver the opening address. The program will then continue with three thematic sessions featuring speakers from universities in the Western Balkans and Greece.

This symposium marks thirty years since the Dayton Accords and is supported by the “ARISTOTELIS” Action Program of the Hellenic National Defense General Staff, Ministry of National Defense. The sessions will focus on constitutional and international law, European integration, and diplomatic history, with the participation of distinguished professors and researchers from partner institutions.

On the second day, September 26 at 17:00, the event will move to the Faculty of Law at Aristotle University (Hall 212) and feature a roundtable discussion on "The Current State of the EU Enlargement Process".

This session will include contributions from figures with experience in European and national public life. The keynote speaker will be Margaritis Schinas, former Vice President of the European Commission. Other speakers include: Maria Telalian, Director of the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights, Anna Vezyroglou, Deputy Head of the European Commission's Directorate-General for Neighbourhood and Enlargement Negotiations, Michail Pikramenos, Professor of Administrative Law at Aristotle University and President of the Council of State, Alexandra Regakou, President of the National Transparency Authority.

The day's work will conclude with a discussion among the delegations of participating foreign Law Schools, focusing on their expectations from EU accession and the challenges they face in the pre-accession process.

On the third and final day, September 27 at 10:30, a conference will be held in the Senate Hall of Aristotle University, with the participation of the Deans and delegations from invited Law Schools of the Western Balkans and Moldova. Professor Kyriakos Anastasiadis, Rector of Aristotle University, will open the session with a welcoming address, joined by all the University's Rectoral Authorities. Evangelos Venizelos, Emeritus Professor of Constitutional Law, former Deputy Prime Minister, and former Minister of Foreign Affairs, will deliver the keynote speech.

This final meeting aims to establish a framework for ongoing cooperation between the Law Schools of the Western Balkans and Moldova and the Faculty of Law of Aristotle University, aiming to serve as a catalyst for accelerating the EU accession process of their countries.

The sessions on September 26 and 27 are not open to the public. The conference sessions are closed to journalists, except for the welcoming addresses preceding the conference and the speech by Mr. Evangelos Venizelos, which are open to the press.

The program of the Conference of September 25 is attached.
___________________________________________________
We kindly request that this event be published, broadcast, and covered by the media.
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