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PRESS RELEASE

Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis Attended the Signing of a Memorandum of Cooperation for the Establishment of the Chair “Ancient Greek History: Alexander the Great and His Era” at AUTH

Thessaloniki, August 28, 2025

Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis attended the signing today, Thursday, August 28, 2025, of a Memorandum of Cooperation for the establishment of the Chair “Ancient Greek History: Alexander the Great and His Era” in the Department of History and Archaeology at the School of Philosophy of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki (AUTH).

Deputy Minister of the Interior (Macedonia–Thrace sector), Mr. Konstantinos Gioulekas, who submitted the proposal for the establishment of the Chair and took the initiative by inviting five leading institutional bodies of Thessaloniki to fund the new Chair. Specifically, these are: the Federation of Industries of Greece (SBE), the Greek Exporters Association (SEVE), the Thessaloniki Chamber of Commerce and Industry (EBETH), the Thessaloniki Chamber of Tradesmen (EETH), and the Thessaloniki Chamber of Small and Medium-Sized Industries (VETH). In collaboration with the Ministry of the Interior, these institutions committed to providing an annual donation of €48,000 for the next three years, with the option to adjust the amount.

The signing ceremony of the Memorandum of Cooperation was attended by the Minister of Education, Religious Affairs and Sports, Sofia Zacharaki, and Deputy Minister Nikos Papaioannou.

The Department of History and Archaeology (on July 22, 2025), the Dean’s Office of the School of Philosophy (on July 25, 2025), and the Senate of AUTH (on August 27, 2025) approved the establishment of the Chair.

Goals and Outlook

The new Chair aims to become a center for study and research on the era of Alexander the Great, serving multiple purposes. These include the production and dissemination of accurate, well-documented historical knowledge; the education of new researchers specializing in Ancient Greek history; the strengthening of international collaboration with academic and cultural institutions; and the promotion of AUTH’s scientific and cultural role on the international stage.

Statement by the Minister of Education, Religious Affairs, and Sports, Sofia Zacharaki, on the occasion of today’s signing of the Memorandum of Cooperation.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-u1ljSaDFtg

The Deputy Minister of the Interior (Macedonia–Thrace sector), Mr. Konstantinos Gioulekas, stated: “The establishment of the Chair for the Study of the History of Alexander the Great at the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki is a project of national significance, which aspires to highlight the global influence of Greek civilization. We warmly thank the representatives of the institutions who support this initiative, demonstrating in practice their commitment to promoting the historical and cultural heritage of our Macedonia. I would like to thank the Rector, Mr. Kyriakos Anastasiades, and the Vice-Rectors of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, as well as the Presidents of the Institutions, who from the first moment gladly accepted the proposal and supported it until its implementation.”

The Rector of AUTH, Professor Kyriakos Anastasiadis, stated: “I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to the institutional bodies of our city who support the creation and operation of the Chair ‘Ancient Greek History: Alexander the Great and His Era’, as well as to Deputy Minister of the Interior (Macedonia–Thrace sector), Mr. Konstantinos Gioulekas, for his important initiative.

Their valuable contribution confirms the importance of collaboration between the University and societal partners in advancing knowledge and strengthening our research and educational mission. The new Chair will serve as an international point of reference, highlighting the historical legacy of Macedonia and Greece, and reinforcing AUTH’s position on the academic and cultural map.”


Photos are attached.
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We kindly request that this event be published, broadcast, and covered by the media
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