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PRESS RELEASE

AUTH Members Retiring at the End of the 2024–2025 Academic Year Were Honored

[bookmark: _GoBack]Thessaloniki, August 29, 2025

In an atmosphere of deep emotion, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki (AUTH) held a ceremony this evening, yesterday Thursday, August 28, 2025, in the University’s Ceremony Hall, to honor the members of the academic community who are retiring at the end of the 2024–2025 academic year.

The event was addressed by the Deputy Minister of Education, Religious Affairs and Sports, Nikolaos Papaioannou. 

In his address, the Rector of AUTH, Professor Kyriakos Anastasiadis, emphasized that the evening was not merely a farewell, but also an opportunity for reflection and envisioning the future. He went on to highlight that, as the University celebrates its 100th anniversary this year, it carries a rich legacy of intellectual creation and social contribution—one made possible by its people: the faculty, researchers, and students.

The Rector especially highlighted the significant contribution of the retiring members, describing it as vital—especially during difficult times for public universities.
"You persisted, you fought, you created. We are grateful because you stood tall when it was difficult to move forward—and for that, we owe you much more than words," he stated.

Professor Anastasiadis also outlined the University’s strategy for the next century, which focuses on four pillars: academic excellence and innovation, internationalization, digital and organizational transformation, and societal engagement."At this historic juncture, our University must redefine its position on the global academic map. We must strengthen our international presence, embrace technological advancements, restructure our operations and institutions, and reinforce our connection to society and the labor market—without, however, abandoning our public, democratic, and socially beneficial character."

He further underlined the values guiding the Rector’s Office: participation, accountability, sustainability, and outward-looking orientation. These, he stressed, are not just slogans but fundamental principles shaping the University’s future.
"These are the values that guide us. Participation strengthens the democratic functioning of the University. Accountability builds trust. Sustainability leads us toward a future where progress aligns with responsibility. And outward orientation embeds us into the global landscape without compromising our identity."

He concluded by expressing with deep emotion the legacy left by his colleagues and assured them that AUTH will always consider them part of its history and journey. He wished them good health and creativity in the next chapter of their lives.

In his speech titled “Memories and Reflections from AUTH’s Second Half-Century to Today”, Professor of Physics and former Vice Rector, Theodoros Laopoulos, chose to share memories and personal experiences, linking them to the present with thoughts on the University today.

Referring to the upcoming celebrations of AUTH’s centenary, he noted that the relationship between this year’s retirees and the University began exactly 50 years ago, in 1975, when AUTH celebrated its 50th anniversary. He referenced a well-known legal study titled “The Constitutional Protection of Academic Freedom” by Aristovoulos Manesis, a distinguished Professor of Law at the time, which had been published as part of those earlier celebrations. The study, he pointed out, highlighted that the freedom to support any scientific opinion is a core feature of university life—perhaps unique to the academic workspace—and can be challenged only through reasoned argument or by accepting the coexistence of differing viewpoints within the university.

Mr. Laopoulos also addressed the issue of academic freedom in relation to the establishment of non-state universities and the broader relationship between universities and society. He stressed that universities can only operate under conditions of academic freedom. While they are self-governed, they are not autonomous, as their operation is shaped by decisions of the government and parliament, which reflect the democratic will of society.

He went on to discuss the changes in the financial support mechanisms for universities through ELKE (Special Accounts for Research Funds), and the need to renew all categories of university personnel—not only the retiring professors.

A presentation of commemorative gifts to the honorees followed, by the Rectoral Authorities and the Executive Director of AUTH, Ioannis Salmatzidis.


Photos of the ceremony are attached.
___________________________________________________
We kindly request that this event be published, broadcast, and covered by the media.

3

image5.png




image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg
=n AMNO




image3.png




image4.png
©




