Short Biographies of the Speakers
Kostas Arkolakis
Kostas Arkolakis is a Professor of Economics at Yale University and Co-Director of the Yale Center for Geospatial Solutions.
He graduated from the Department of Economics at Aristotle University in 2002 and pursued his graduate and doctoral studies at the University of Minnesota in the U.S. He has been teaching at Yale since 2007 and has served as a visiting professor at leading universities. He is a Fellow of the Econometric Society, an Economic Theory Fellow, editor of the Journal of International Economics, and a recipient of the Bodossaki Award. His research focuses on international trade, macroeconomics, and economic geography.

Michail Gatzoulis
Michail Gatzoulis is a Professor of Cardiology at Imperial College London and Academic Lead of the Adult Congenital Heart Centre and the Centre for Pulmonary Hypertension at Royal Brompton Hospital.
He graduated from the School of Medicine at Aristotle University and completed his postgraduate studies in London and Toronto. He served as President of the International Society for Adult Congenital Heart Disease and is a member of several international scientific committees. He has authored over 150 scientific publications in leading journals, including Nature, The Lancet, and the New England Journal of Medicine.

Dimitris Ch. Lagoudas
Dimitris Ch. Lagoudas is a Professor and Chair of the Department of Aerospace Engineering at Texas A&M University and holds the Robert C. “Bud” Hagner Chair of Engineering.
He is a graduate and Honorary Doctor of the Department of Mechanical Engineering at Aristotle University. His expertise lies in multifunctional materials, especially shape memory alloys. He has authored more than 600 scientific papers and the most widely used textbook on shape memory alloys. He has received the ASME Adaptive Structures and Material Systems Prize (2006) and the Smart Structures and Materials Lifetime Achievement Award (2011). He is a Fellow of AIAA, ASME, and SES.
Vasilis Ntziachristos
Vasilis Ntziachristos is a Professor of Medicine and Electrical Engineering at the Technical University of Munich (TUM) and Director of the Institute for Biological and Medical Imaging at Helmholtz Munich.
He graduated from the Department of Electrical Engineering at Aristotle University and earned his PhD from the University of Pennsylvania. He previously served as a Professor at Harvard and Director of a laboratory at Massachusetts General Hospital. He founded the journal Photoacoustics and has received numerous international awards, including the Leibniz Prize (2013) and the Karl Heinz Beckurts Prize (2021). In 2024, he was elected a member of the German National Academy of Sciences Leopoldina.

Theodoros Papangelis
Theodoros Papangelis is an Emeritus Professor of the Department of Philology at Aristotle University and a Full Member of the Academy of Athens.
He studied Philology at Aristotle University and completed his doctoral studies at the University of Cambridge. He has authored numerous books and studies on classical literature and has translated important works into modern Greek. He taught at Aristotle University for 40 years and has organized international conferences in collaboration with universities such as Oxford and Heidelberg. Since 2013, he has been a Full Member of the Academy of Athens and has served as Chair of the Division of Letters and Fine Arts. Since 2021, he has been President of the Centre for the Greek Language.

Nektarios Tavernarakis
Nektarios Tavernarakis is a Professor of Systems Molecular Biology at the School of Medicine, University of Crete.
He graduated from the Department of Biology at Aristotle University. He earned his PhD in Molecular Genetics from the Department of Biology at the University of Crete and conducted research at Rutgers University in the U.S. He has gained international recognition for his work in molecular biology and neuroscience, focusing on aging, memory, and neurodegenerative diseases. He has published extensively in top scientific journals and actively participates in international research networks.
